
S O  Y O U  G O T  E N G A G E D

N O W  W H A T ?



W E L C O M E  A N D 
C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S

Hello bride-to-be and welcome! This is such an exciting time for you! I’m sure your 

mind is racing with all that needs to be planned. It’s all very exciting, but it can also be 

somewhat overwhelming. You’re planning the day that you’ve been anticipating your 

whole life and yet you only get one shot at it! But by the time you get the hang of it, 

the planning is over! My goal with this mini guide is to help you start your planning 

because let’s be honest part of the reason wedding planning is overwhelming is because 

no one has any idea where to start! So let’s dive in and I will walk you through the first 

ten steps of planning your wedding!



S T E P  O N E

B r a i n s t o r m
You can’t planning your wedding without a vision, so it is time to find one. Head on over to your Pinterest account. We both know 

you have a wedding board, I’ve had one since I was 15. Well now is the time you actually get to use it! Grab your favorite beverage 

and go through your Pinterest board. Delete all those tragic wedding dresses you pinned when you were in high school, and narrow 

down your pins. If you hate the color pink, get rid of all of those wedding palettes you pinned with pink. If you are wanting a 

summer wedding, then any pin with pumpkins needs to go. Narrow your board down until you only have pins you absolutely love, 

then take those to your fiance and see what he loves. Between the two of you, your wedding should start to take shape. A season 

will start to be clear, a overall theme should start to be making its way out, and maybe even a color palette. When you finally feel 

like you have a good idea of what you are going for it is time to move on to the new step! Your Venue! But incase it is still hazy, run 

through the following questions.

If stuck on what season, here are a few things to ask yourself: 

• Do I want an outdoor wedding or an indoor? 

• Do I have specific florals I want? If so what season are they in bloom?

• What sort of weather do I prefer?

• What works best with our jobs? Family? The Holidays?

If stuck on theme, here are a few things to ask yourself:

• Do I prefer a more rustic look, upscale look, or somewhere in the middle?

• What is our personality? 

• What look can I achieve with my budget?

• What themes fit with the season we are getting married in?

• Will I still love this in 10 years?

If stuck on color palette, here are a few things to ask yourself:

• What colors do I always find myself drawn to?

• What wedding color palettes have I seen that I loved?

• What are our favorite colors?

• What color palettes go well with the season we are getting married in?



S T E P  T W O

M a k i n g  Y o u r  G u e s t 
L i s t

Now that you have a vision for your day, the next step is to make a rough guest list. This does not have to be the final draft and 

everyone who goes on this list does not have to end up being invited to the wedding, but this is a necessary step before going to 

look at venues. Here is why. So instead of making a rough guest list you start touring venues. You walk into a venue that holds 

100 people and fall in love. They have a date in the season you want, and you book it. As you are preparing to send out your save 

the dates, you make a guest list, which totals 250 people. Now you have to elimate 150 people that you may actually want at your  

wedding. But think if you had started with a guest list and knew you needed a venue that held 250 you would not have toured the 

venue  that only holds 100  people and be in this situation. This is why you need to make a guest list, even if it is a rough one. First 

sit down with your fiance and make a list between you two, then ask both your parents if you are missing anyone. Once everyone 

is on there that you think should be, you have a rough estimate and are ready to move on to step three! However if you find 

yourself struggling with rather someone should be on your guest list or not, here is a few questions to ask yourself.

• Am I related to this person? (Not all family has to be invited, but if you are related and close you might want to.)

• When is the last time I saw this person? (If it has been over a year and you live in the same city, don’t feel obligated to invite 

them.)

• Do I actually know this person? (You do not have to invite your parent’s neighbor from two doors down, if you’ve never met 

them. Someone your mom works with does not have to be invited if you have never met them. So while your parents may be 

paying for the wedding, it is still your wedding  and you do not have to invite someone you don’t know just for them.)

• Am I inviting them simply because they invited me to their wedding? (You do not have to do this, espeically if they had a 500 

guest wedding and you are having a 200.)

• Am I giving out random plus ones? (Your single friend does not need a plus one. Your friend who has been dating their 

boyfriend for a week, does not need a plus one. The “rule” is unless they have been dating for over a year, are engaged or 

married, you don’t have to give them a plus one.)

• Am I close with this person? (If not, you  can cross them off the list and not feel guilty, especially if you are going for a small 

and intimate vibe for your big day)



S T E P  T H R E E

F i n d i n g  a n d  T o u r 
V e n u e s

Step three is where things start to feel real! After brainstorming, it is time to do some googling and look through all the wedding 

venues in your area. Do this with your fiance and gather a list of venues you want to see in person. I highly recommend keeping 

your guest list in mind when deciding what venues to tour. Do not  tour a venue that can only accomodate 100 people if you have a 

guest list with closer to 300.  I also recommend seeing every venue you somewhat like or say maybe to, as pictures often do not do 

venues justice. Once you have compiled a list of venues, it is time to call and schedule tours. Keep in mind that most venues do not 

offer tours on weekends due to hosting weddings, so make sure you have some weekday availability to go! 

Now the fun part comes when you actually get to go look at venues! Things are becoming really real! I highly recommend taking a 

notebook with you and writing down everything you loved and hated about the venues as you tour them. This will make it easier to 

narrow down your choices and compare venues with your fiance, mom, future MIL, or anyone else important if they were unable 

to go with you to all of them! Once you have toured all your venues, start crossing off the ones you either didn’t like, or don’t fit the 

vibe of your wedding day. If you are wanting an upscale glam wedding, you can definiely cross that barn off your list. If you want 

rustic, you probably won’t be getting married in the heart of downtown. To make your life easier, here is a list of questions to ask 

when touring a venue you think you may love! These questions will help you narrow down venues as well.

• What is the rental fee and what things does the rental fee include? (Chairs, tables, and linens are all things to ask about.)

• What dates do you have available in the month/season I am considering? (If they are booked for fall, and you want fall, then 

cross them off the list.)

• How many guests can the venue hold? (Obviously if you have a huge family, you are going to want a venue that can hold 

them.)

• Do you have a caterer I have to use or can I use anyone? (If they do, make sure you love their food.)

• Do you have space to get ready on site? (If not, start thinking about where else you could get ready.)

• What is the back up plan for outdoor weddings? (If you are planning an outdoor wedding.)

• Can we have our rehersal here?  (Not a make or break, but some people really care.)

• What time can we get into the venue to start setting up? (Most venues will say same day, some may say night before.)



S T E P  F O U R

B o o k i n g  A  V e n u e
Step four is when things are really real! You toured all the venues you liked, and you have a clear winner, so now it is time to 

lock in that date! You can finally start your countdown in your phone, and telling people your wedding date. Plus you can start a 

registry if you really want to be on it, and it is time to book your other vendors! Once you have your venue locked in, and a date 

set, it  is time to head to step five! However I know sometimes it is hard to narrow down between venues, especially if you fall in 

love with one and your fiance fell in love with another. Here are a few questions to ask yourself to help narrow down the venues, 

so you can get to booking!

• How many does this venue hold? (Consider the guest count as a basis. The venue obviously needs to hold all your guests but 

there is a fine line between being the right amount of space and being too big. Sure a 500 guest venue may hold your 250 

guests, but will it look overly empty because you don’t “fill” the space? Also consider the number for reason of space. Sure a 

venue may hold 250, but let me tell you it will be tight. If you want guests to not be on top of  each other, keeping the count 

around 200 will be way better. Plus sometimes if you max out on guest count, you will be unable to have as big of a dance 

floor.)

• Does this venue offer getting ready space for both of us?  (This one may be important if you are picking venues in another 

city, but this one is also important if you want to be able to get ready on site, and the guys too! A ton of venues offer a “space” 

for the guys, but it is not somewhere thats very useable for them.)

• Does this venue fit our vibe? (A barn venue is not typically the place for a high end black tie wedding, and a country club is 

not typically the place for a rustic wedding. I mean you do you boo, but your venue sets a huge tone for your wedding day.)

• What days do they have available in the month/season we want to get married?  (This is a good one for weeding out venues.  

If they do not have your desired month/season move on.  However if they do, and you find yourself caught between two 

venues, run the dates by your family and double check your schedule. Odds are a date or two can be elimated and possibly a 

venue, rather it be because of a holiday, or a birthday, or maybe someone’s anniversary.)

• Does this venue have an in house caterer or can I bring my own? (If they only have in house catering and you hate it, it is not 

the venue for you.)

• Where is this venue located? (This is a really good question to ask yourself if you are getting married one place and having 

your reception at another. Guests are not going to be happy about an hour drive between locations, and it will chew up a big 

part of your timeline. Plus if you want all photos at the reception site it can definiely get a little tough without having a major 

time gap between ceremony and reception.)



S T E P  F I V E

B o o k i n g  A 
P h o t o g r a p h e r

I  know you may be saying, but I just set a date, is it really time to book a photographer next? The answer is yes and here is why! 

Similar to most venues photographers usually only take one wedding per date, meaning if a bride inquires and books for 10.10, 

the photographer is booked for that day. Another reason is most photographers only take a set number of weddings per year. For 

example, I only shoot 15-20. I believe it gives a more personalized feeling to the experience for my brides that I could not offer 

if I was shooting 40+ weddings a year. However this means once I have 15-20 weddings, I am booked for the year, even if your 

date isn’t technically taken. Now some photographers are willing to add one or two extra, but most do not go above their set 

number. Meaning if everyone was really on it and booked their photographers quickly, your photographer you wanted may be 

booked already. Now that you know why your photographer is next, here is a few things you need to consider when looking for a 

photographer!

• What is your photography budget? (If it is $2000, do not inquire with a photographer whose packages start at $5000.)

• What style of photography do you like? (light and airy, dark and moody, bright and vivid, so on.)

• Who have my married friends hired and loved? (Referrals are huge, and your friend may get a gift for referring you.)

Now here  are a few questions to ask a photographer when you have inquired and are discussing your day with them!

• What happens if you are sick on my wedding day? (They should have a plan!)

• Do your packages come with two professional photographers?  (You want two, trust me.)

• How soon after my wedding will I recieve my photos? (My turn around is 2 weeks, but the average is 6-8.)

• How do I recieve my wedding photos? (Most photographers offer online galleries.)

• Will you be the one shooting my wedding day? (The answer should be yes, but some photographers will contract out dates.)

• How many pictures will I receive?  (Keep in mind it fluctuates based on hours of coverage and quality over quanity always.)

• How many weddings have you shot? (DO NOT hire an inexperienced photographer, you get one chance at wedding photos.)

• Do we get the rights to print our images? (Should be an automatic yes, if not chances are there is  an additional fee.)



S T E P  S I X

P i c k i n g  Y o u r 
B r i d a l  P a r t y

Odds are you have already been thinking about this, and let’s be honest, you can start asking the second you get engaged. But I 

really recommend you at least book your venue first, and  get a start on booking your photographer as well so you don’t miss out 

on your dream photographer. But this is where the excitement comes in. You get to ask your friends to stand by your side on your 

wedding day. You can choose to do over the top proposals to each of your friends, or simply ask them next time you are together. 

Social media will tell you that you need to do it with over the top proposals, but I am here to say no you don’t. You do not have to 

put that pressure on yourself if it will just stress you out. So yes, it is okay if you just give them a card, or simply say “Hey, wanna be 

my bridesmaid?” 

Now I know picking a bridal party can be stressful. When my best friend got married, she said it was more stressful then choosing 

a venue.  Here is why. A lot of times you and your fiance do not have the same amount of friends, meaning he may want 3 close 

friends on his side, while you have 8, or vise versa. Sure some people do not care about the sides being even, but I know a lot of 

people do, so it is time to get serious. How can you fluff one side, and narrow down from the other, or can you live with the sides 

being uneven? I have only shot one wedding with uneven sides, but that does not mean it can not be done. Here are a few questions 

to ask that may help you narrow down your sea of friends into your perfect bridal party, or help you think of one or two more 

people you definiely want to ask.

• Do we want to include our siblings? (I feel like the answer should be yes, but think about it. 10 years from now, you may 

not even have the same group  of friends, but your siblings will not change. However if you just really aren’t close with your 

siblings you can say no, or if you have way too many siblings, find other roles for them like ushers.)

• What do you expect out of  your bridal party? (If you expect your bridesmaids to be at as many things as possible, then 

choosing your out of town friend may not be the best idea. But if you don’t care about that, then add her in!)

• Do I have any close guy friends I want on my side or does my fiance have any close girl friends? (There are literally no rules to 

who you can have in your bridal party, I’ve seen a best woman, and a man of honor, whatever you want is 1000% okay!)

• Am I including them only becuase I was in their wedding? (Let me tell you, you do not have to ask a semi close friend, just 

because you were in her wedding, espeically if she got married a few years ago when you two were super close, and now you 

barely talk.)



B o o k i n g  O t h e r 
V e n d o r s

S T E P  S E V E N

There are literally a ton of other vendors you can book for your wedding so here is all the vendors you may possibly need and how  

soon I would recommend you book them! 

• Caterer - This is a vendor that is good to book sooner rather then later, especially if you are dead set on someone certain.

• Videographer - ASAP, like a photographer they become booked up quick!

• Cake Artist - While not a dire vendor, I would recommend booking them around 5-6 months before your wedding.  That way it 

is  handled and you are not scrambling the last few months

• Florist  - Another vendor that should be hired sooner rather then later, as florists only take so many weddings per day. 

• Wedding Planner - While not a required vendor for a wedding day, and always make sure your venue does not offer one first, 

having a wedding planner may take some of the stress off of you. They are another vendor that needs booked sooner rather then 

later because again they usually only take one wedding per day.

• Musicans/DJ - I recommend booking a DJ usually around 10 months out from your wedding, especially if you have someone 

in mind. Some DJ’s have multiple people who can all work on the same day, some DJ’s only have one, so booking sooner rather 

then later may be beneficial.

• Officiant - Obviously if  you are getting married in a church this is handled, but if you want  omeone specific, like say your 

pastor, better to ask sooner rather then later. I recommend usually 6-8 months out from your wedding. 

• Hair Artist - If booking a hair artist from a big company 5-7 months out will do, but if you are looking at an individual I 

recommend 8-10.

• Makeup Artist - Makeup is the same as hair. If booking from a big company 5-7 months out will do, but if you are looking at an 

individual I recommend 8-10.

• Transportation (limo, trolley, etc) - This is a vendor you do not have to overly stress, which is why I recommend booking 3-4 

months out from your wedding, unless you are  getting married on a super popular wedding date like 6.6 or 10.10, then consider 

booking sooner. 

• Guest Accomodations - If you have out of town guests blocking off a set of hotel rooms is super helpful for them. Doing this 

about 6-8 months out from your wedding is recommended, unless you are getting married in a super small town that has one 

hotel, or are getting married at a hotel, then consider 8-10 months. 



S T E P  E I G H T

W e d d i n g  D r e s s 
S h o p p i n g

If you are anything like me, you have been watching Say Yes To The Dress since you were in Elementary School, and odds are you 

are so insanely excited for this part of the planning, which is partly why I recommend getting to it early.  However I also make this 

recommendation for another reason. A lot of dress shops have to order dresses in which can take up to six months, then between  

alterations, you should be looking at dresses at least 9 months before your wedding, but more is recommended! Now I know this is 

the exciting part but it can also be overwhelming so here is a few tips to help  you in your shopping.

• Narrow down the amount of people you are taking. Not only will this eliminate you having 900 different opinions thrown at 

you, but it will also be way less stressful. Let’s be honest your friends loving your dress is probably not as important as your mom  

or future mother in law. So narrow down the amount of people you are taking. Most bridal shops recommend 3-5 max.

• Have an idea what you want, but don’t be afraid to try on something different. After many talks with my brides I have realized 

two things about dress shopping. There are two kinds of  brides, the girls who know exactly what they want and have since 

they were 10 and end up with a dress that fits that exactly, or the girls who end up with a dress that is a complete 180. Both are 

totally fine, but do not be so dead  set on something  that you end up walking out of the store with nothing because you refused 

anything that wasn’t lace and mermaid style.

• Set a budget ahead of time and stick to it. I can not even tell you how many Say Yes To The Dresses I have watched and saw a girl 

with a $2000 budget fall in love with a $10,000 dress because she didn’t stick to it. This doesn’t only happen on TV either. One of 

my best friends ended up buying a wedding dress $2000 over budget because she put it on and fell in love. She then had to figure 

out where she could cut $2000 elsewhere and it caused a lot of  stress.

• Don’t go to a dress store that only carries dresses out of budget. Yes similar to the  rule before but do not head over to a high end 

bridal bouqitue in the heart of a big city where their dresses start at $4000, if your budget is $2000. You are setting yourself up 

for heartbreak and disappointment. 

• Don’t let other sway you. If you put on a dress and suddenly you can visualize yourself walking down the aisle to your man, and  

you have tears  in your eyes, it does not matter if  your little sister doesn’t 100% love it or your best friend. Plus if they love you, 

they will get on board anyways. 



Y o u r  E n g a g e m e n t 
S e s s i o n

S T E P  N I N E

My favorite part of the wedding planning process, mainly because this is where I am involved. Your engagement session is also such 

a fun time in your wedding planning process. Odds are you are about to have your first set of professional photos taken. Photos you 

will put up in your house, and share all over social media. Photos you will probably use on your save the date, and send to grandma. 

Your engagement session can be fun and enjoyable, even if you are having to convince your fiance that he even wants to do them in 

the first place. It is a time for you two to bond, and have photos taken that show just how in love you two really are, and how much 

of a cute couple you are! But I also know that some people find the engagement session one of the most stressful parts of the process. 

I mean what do you wear? Where do you want your photos taken? Are we going to be a photogenic couple? Are our photos going 

to turn out like we hope they will? Will we look our absolute best in our engagement photos? These are all valid concerns, and if 

you have them, that’s pretty normal. I spend a lot of time reassuring brides rather it be on their outfit choice, or how fantastic they 

look while I am taking photos. It is natural to be nervous, you are not a professional model and most people are awkward at first in 

front of the camera, but don’t let your nerves and worries take away the fun from your session! Instead face them head on so you 

can enjoy your session. Head over to AbigailGracePhotography.co/mini-guides where you can find guides to help you plan for your 

engagement session. Everything from what to wear,  to how to have a sucessful engagement session with your dog, to how to even 

prepare for your engagement session in the first place. I have you totally covered. Also most photographers will help you out! I send 

every single one of my couples a 25 page guide to help them prepare for their engagement session because I want them to be fully 

prepared. So be sure to ask your photographer if they have anything like that, and if not feel free to shoot me an email and I will send 

you mine! Also feel free to head over to my Pinterest as I have a whole board of outfit inspiration to help you! 



S T E P  T E N

S e n d i n g  Y o u r  S a v e 
T h e  D a t e s

Now I have said a lot of steps feel official but this one definitely adds to the officialness mainly because you are actually sending out 

a  save the date which claims you are getting married, when, and where.  But this step is multiple parts, part of it is designing your 

invites, part of it is finalizing the guest list, and the other part is actually addressing all those envelopes and dropping them in the 

mail. This may be a little bit of a tedious step for you, but it is one that is so rewarding when you are done! Incase you have no idea 

where to start here are a few websites past brides of mine have used to design their save the dates and invites!

• Minted.com

• Shutterfly.com

• TinyPrints.com

• Zola.com

• Zazzle.com

Now that you have your invites designed, focus on finalizing the guest list. Head back up to step two and use those questions to 

narrow it down and finalize exactly who you want at your wedding. Once you have your list, order your save the dates, and start 

gathering addresses. Once you have them all, and your save the dates have arrived you can begin to  address all of them and send 

them on their way and this step is done! If addressing all those enevelopes sounds stressful remember that a lot of websites offer to 

address your envelopes for a small fee! Once you have finished this step you can celebrate because almost everything major is done!



Now that you have walked  through the first 10 steps I hope you feel like wedding planning is much more manageable! 

Want to Connect?

Instagram:  AbigailGracePhotography_

Facebook: AbigailGracePhotography

Email:  Hello@AbigailGracePhotography.co

Web: AbigailGracePhotography.co

Mini Guides: AbigailGracePhotography.co/Mini-Guides

Pinterest: Abigail Grace Photography

Happy Planning!

Abigail


